[History of pediatric surgery].
For almost two millennia, the sick child received little or no care from physicians. In contrast, the barber-surgeons did treat children of all ages, sometimes leaving behind detailed descriptions of these cases. A gradual awareness of childhood as a separate developmental phase brought to light the characteristic features of childhood diseases, resulting in the genesis of paediatrics. The advent of anaesthesia then led to the development of paediatric surgery as we know it today.